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FOREWORD 

The major ground component of the active Marine Corps 
Reserve is the 4th Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force. The 
combat record of this division in World War II was exemplary 
in the short space of one year it participated in four major 
amphibious assaults and won two presidential citations. The 
interest in its battle record among the reservists who now 
serve in its ranks has prompted the republication of this 
brief history, originally published in August 1945 and re- 
printed in 1974. This new reprint contains a brief history 
of the reserve 4th Division, written by Colonel Joseph B. 
Ruth, USMCR, a former member of the 25th Marines. Also in- 
cluded are copies of the division's lineage and honors, a 
list of its commanders, and a list of its units and their 
locations. 

The author of the 1945 history, then First Lieutenant 
John C. Chapin, served in the 3d Battalion, 24th Marines of 
the 4th Division. Assigned to the Historical Division when 
he recovered from wounds received in combat in Saipan, he 
completed this history and a similar one of the 5th Marine 
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Reactivation of the 



Early in 1962, Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara indicated to the Congress that he wanted the 
Marine Corps to have a fourth division/wing team, to be formed of Ready Reserves. In April of that year, the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps announced a major reorganization of the Marine Corps Reserve to be effec- 
tive 1 July 1962. In this reorganizatipn, 53 reserve units were redesignated as 4th Marine Division units. 

While 1 July 1962 is regarded as the date of reactivation of the division, it was not until 14 February 1966 
that the 4th Marine Division headquarters nucleus was actually activated at Camp Pendleton. The division was 
given the primary mission “to establish an effective staff nucleus capable of directing, controlling and inte- 
grating, as directed, the mobilization planning and logistics functions preceding the activation of the 4th Marine 
Division and of ensuring an orderly and efficient mobilization of the division.” Major General Robert E. 
Cushman, Jr., commanding general of Camp Pendleton was given the additional responsibility as the command- 
ing general of the division. 

The small division staff immediately set about its many demanding tasks including the development of 
mobilization plans, standing operating procedures, and post-mobilization training programs. Another major 
task was the conduct of annual training for reserve units assigned to Camp Pendleton. This latter function 
included the preparation of operation and control plans for air/ground exercises held during the summer train- 
ing periods. Both regular and reserve forces took part in these exercises. 

On 23 June 1966, the World War II division colors were presented to General Cushman, significantly at a 4th 
Marine Division Association meeting at Camp Pendleton, California. Reminiscent of a passed torch, a new 
generation of Marines was eager to prove itself worthy of the trust attendant in the acceptance of the proud 
colors. 

Even before the headquarters nucleus had been formed, still other changes were on the drawing board. In 
late 1965, the Commandant approved a plan to further reorganize the Organized Marine Corps Reserve so that 
the division/wing team would become a “mirror image” of its regular counterparts. The first step toward achiev- 
ing this goal was to reorganize the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing so that it would reflect an active wing. Other steps 
that were required to accomplish the Commandant’s directive were: establish division combat and combat 
support units together with certain force troops units; form the 4th Force Service Regiment (completed in 
June 1968); and form FMF augmentation units. To complete the reorganization, active, duty colonels were 
assigned as commanders of the reserve regiments, reserve brigadier generals were assigned as assistant division 
commanders, and an active duty general officer was assigned as a fulltime division commander. All of these 
changes were made by 15 July 1970 when Brigadier General Leo J. Dulacki arrived to take command of the 
division. One month later, General Dulacki was promoted to major general. The “nucleus” designation was 
dropped with the command unit now being designated as Headquarters, 4th Marine Division. 

With the division’s new structure came a new mission. The division was now responsible for training all 
Organized Marine Corps Reserve ground units. The Commandant’s intent of 1965 had been accomplished and 
the Marine Corps had one more division/wing team. The new change antedated by three years the “Total 
Force Concept,” the Department of Defense policy of integrating reserve component units into the wartime 
planning and programming process. 

The 4th Marine Division was now a fully structured force in its own right, able to muster and move out to a 
combat assignment within a relatively short period of time. In still another change, effective 17 May 1976, the 
4th Division Support Group was formed, providing the division with selective combat service support which 
includes combat engineers, tactical motor transport, and an assault shore party. In a move external to the 
division, certain battalions were added to the 4th Force Service Regiment, now redesignated as the 4th Force 
Service Support Group. 




4th Marine Division 



The ultimate goal of any Marine division is readiness, but the 4th Marine Division has one peculiar problem 
not shared with the regular divisions. An unusual span of control situation is brought about by the geographic 
dispersion of some 200 division units throughout the United States. This challenge has been met by the strong 
resolve and abundant energies of the commanding generals and their staffs together with the cooperation, long 
hours, and sheer doggedness of the regimental commanders, their officers and NCOs. 

The training accomplishments of the 4th Marine Division have been both imaginative in content and impres- 
sive in operation. During 1975, 15,543 Marine reservists received training at 25 Marine Corps and other installa- 
tions including some locations outside the continental United States. The training year also saw two Marine 
amphibious unit exercises, one at Camp Lejeune, and the other at Camp Pendleton, and a desert exercise at the 
Marine Corps Base, Twenty nine Palms, California. 

The 4th Marine Division has one purpose and that was clearly expressed by Major General Edward J. Miller 
in his 1976 Armed Forces Day message, ‘The 4th Marine Division stands ready to carry out any mission 
assigned as the Marine Corps’ Force in Readiness.” Created for battle in 1943, the division’s ultimate purpose 
remains the same. 

Commanders, 4th Marine Division 



BGen James L. Underhill 
MajGen Harry Schmidt 
MajGen Clifton B. Cates 
MajGen Robert E. Cushman, Jr. 
MajGen Lewis J. Fields 
MajGen Wood B. Kyle 
MajGen Donn J. Robertson 
BGen (MajGen) Leo J. Dulacki 
MajGen John N. McLaughlin 
Colonel John H. Keith, Jr. 

BGen Paul X. Kelley 
MajGen Edward J. Miller 



16 Aug 1943 - 17 Aug 1943 
18 Aug 1943 - 11 Jul 1944 
12 Jul 1944 - 18 Nov 1945 
14 Feb 1966 (*) — 28 Feb 1967 
1 Mar 1967 - 14 Jun 1968 
15 Jun 1968 - 17 Jul 1968 
18 Jul 1968 - 14 Jul 1970 
15 Jul 1970 - 4 Mar 1973 
5 Mar 1973 - 9 Aug 1974 
10 Aug 1974 - 22 Aug 1974 
23 Aug 1974 - 30 Jun 1975 
1 Jul 1975 - 



(*) Although 1 July 1962 is regarded as the date for the reactivation of the 4th Marine Division, no head- 
quarters element was activated at that time. 




4th Marine Division 
Unit Locations 
1 July 1976 



HEADQUARTERS BATTALION (MINUS) 

Headquarters Company (Minus), Camp Pendleton , Calif \ 
Division Headquarters (Minus), Camp Pendleton , Calif. 
Photo Imagery Unit, Denver, Colo . 

30th Interrogator-Translator Team, Alameda, Calif 
31st Interrogator-Translator Team, Los Angeles, Calif 
3 2d Interrogator-Translator Team, Fort Schuyler , N. Y. 
33d Interrogator-Translator Team, Miami, Fla. 

34th Interrogator-Translator Team, Garden City , N. Y. 
35th Interrogator-Translator Team, Washington , D.C. 
Service Company, unmanned. 

Communications Company, Cincinnati , Ohio. 

Military Police Company, Minneapolis, Minn. 



23D MARINES 

Headquarters Company, Alameda, Calif. 

First Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, (Minus), Houston , Texas. 

Company A, Lafayette , La. 

Company B, Austin, Texas. 

Company C, Corpus Christ i, Texas. 

Company D, Orange , Texas. 

Second Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, Houston, Texas. 

Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, Port Huenme, Calif. 
Company E (Minus), Stockton , Calif. 

Detachment, Company E, Concord , Calif 
Company F (Minus), Salt Lake City , Utah. 

Detachment, Company F,Las Vegas, Nev. 

Company G (Minus), Los Alamitos, Calif. 

Detachment, Company G , San Bernadino, Calif. 

Company H (Minus), San Bruno, Calif. 

Detachment, Company H, San Rafael, Calif. 

Third Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company (Minus), New Orleans, La. 

Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, Baton Rouge, La. 
Company I, Shreveport, La. 

Company K, Memphis, Tenn. 

Company L (Minus), Rome, Ga. 

Detachment, Company L , Johnson City, Tenn. 

Company M, Little Rock, Ark . 




24TH MARINES 

Headquarters Company, Kansas City , Mo. 

First Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, De tro it, Mich. 
Company A, Grand Rapids , Mich. 

Company B, Dayton, Ohio. 

Company C (Minus), Lansing, Mich. 

Detachment, Company C, Toledo , Ohio. 
Company D, Flint , Mich. 

Second Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, Chicago , III. 
Company E, Chicago , III. 

Company ¥, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Company G (Minus) , Madison, Wis. 

Detachment, Company G,Des Moines, Iowa. 
Company H, Waukegan, III. 

Third Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, St. Louis, Mo. 
Company \, Nashville, Tenn. 

Company K (Minus), Az>m7/e, III. 

Detachment, Company K , Evansville, Ind. 
Company L (Minus), Topeka, Kans. 

Detachment, Company L, Wichita, Kans. 
Company M (Minus), Springfield, Mo. 

Detachment, Company M, St. Louis, Mo. 



25TH MARINES 

Headquarters, Company, Worcester, Mass. 

First Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company (Minus), Boston, Mass. 

Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, Topsham, Me. 
Company A, Albany, N. Y. 

Company B, Hartford, Conn. 

Company C (Minus), Springfield, Mass. 

Detachment, Company C, Manchester, N.H. 

Company D, Buffalo , N. Y. 

Second Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, Garden City, N. Y. 

Company E (Minus), Folsom, Pa. 

Detachment, Company E, Wilmington, Del. 

Company F, New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Company G, Dover, N.J. 

Company H, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Third Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Company I (Minus), Wheeling, W. Va. 

Company K, Akron, Ohio. 

Company L (Reinforced), Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Company M, Columbus, Ohio 




14TH MARINES 

Headquarters Battery, Fort Worth, Texas 

First Battalion 

Headquarters Battery, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Battery A, Spokane, Wash. 

Battery B, Pico Rivera , Calif. 

Battery C, Waterloo , Iowa. 

Battery X, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Second Battalion 

Headquarters Battery, Dallas, Texas. 

Battery D , Dallas, Texas. 

Battery E, Texarkana, Texas. 

Battery F , Jackson, Texas. 

Third Battalion 

Headquarters Battery, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Battery G, Trenton , N.J. 

Battery H , Richmond, Va. 

Battery I, Reading, Pa. 

Fourth Battalion 

Headquarters Battery, Birmingham, Ala. 
Battery K, Joliet, III. 

Battery L, Birmingham, Ala. 

Battery M, Chattanooga, Tenn. 



4TH RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION 

Headquarters and Service Company, San Antonio, Texas. 
Company A, San Antonio, Texas. 

Company B , Billings, Mont. 

Company C, Reno, Nev. 

Company D, Albuquerque, N.M. 



4TH DIVISION SUPPORT GROUP 
Headquarters and Service Battalion 

Headquarters and Service Company, Freemansburg, Pa. 

Truck Company (Minus), Erie, Pa. 

Detachment, Truck Company, Connellsville, Pa. 

Service Company (Minus), Charleston, S.C. 

Detachment, Service Company, Augusta, Ga. 

Logistics and Support Company (Minus), Seattle, Wash. 

Detachment, Logistics and Support Company, Tacoma, Wash 
4th Combat Engineer Battalion 
Headquarters and Service Company, Baltimore, Md. 

Support Company, Baltimore, Md. 

Company A, South Charleston , W. Va. 

Company B , Roanoke, Va. 

Company C , Lynchburg, Va. 

Company D, Knoxville, Tenn. 




HONORS 



4TH MARINE DIVISION 

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR 

WORLD WAR II 

SAIPAN AND TINIAN, 1944 
IWO JIMA, 1945 

NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION STREAMER 
WORLD WAR II 
IWO JIMA, 1945 

ASIATIC-PACIFIC CAMPAIGN STREAMER WITH FOUR BRONZE STARS 



WORLD WAR II VICTORY STREAMER 



LINEAGE 



4TH MARINE DIVISION 
1943 

ACTIVATED 16 AUGUST 1943 AT CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA AS THE 

4TH MARINE DIVISION 

DEPARTED CONUS 13 JANUARY 1944 FOR COMBAT AT ROI -NAMUR, MARSHALL ISLANDS 



1944 - 1945 

PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II CAMPAIGNS 



MARSHALL ISLANDS 
SAIPAN 
TINIAN 
IWO JIMA 



RELOCATED DURING APRIL 1945 TO MAUI, TERRITORY OF HAWAII, 
THE DIVISION TRAINING BASE FOR THREE OPERATIONS 



RELOCATED DURING NOVEMBER 1945 TO CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA 



DEACTIVATED 28 NOVEMBER 1945 AT CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA 



1966 - 1974 

REACTIVATED 14 FEBRUARY 1966 AT CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA AS THE 
4TH MARINE DIVISION, FLEET MARINE FORCE, USMCR 




the 



FOURTH MARINE 




DIVISION 

Historical Division 
U. S. Marine Corps 
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WORLD WAR II 




Prepared by 

Lieutenant John C. Chapin 
HISTORICAL DIVISION 
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CHAPTER I 



Formation and Training in the United States 



i HE overwhelming successes of the Japanese in their early campaigns In the Pacific 
made It obvious that the number of combat divisions of the Marine Corps would have to 
be greatly increased. The First Marine Division and elements of the Second were engaged 
In the grim struggle for Guadalcanal when the Third Division was organized on Septem- 
ber 8, 1942. By mid-February, 1943, the Third was enroute to the Southwest Pacific, and 
steps were taken to organize and train another division for the fast growing Fleet Marine 
Force. 

Accordingly, the formation of the Fourth Marine Division was begun. The 23rd Ma- 
rines, under Colonel Louis R. Jones, USMC, became the nucleus for the Division’s rifle 
units. This regiment had orginally been activated on July 20, 1942, and It had served as 
part of the Third Division. However, It was detached from the Third on February 15, 1943, 
and five days later It was designated part of the Fourth Division. On March 26, the 24th 
Marines was organized with Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell H. Mlzell, USMC, as Acting Regi- 
mental Commander. In order to form the last rifle regiment, the 23rd Marines was split 
In two. This subdivision supplied the personnel for the 25th Marines when It was activated 
on May 1, 1943. Colonel Richard H. Schubert, USMC, was Its first commander. The forma- 
tion of the Division’s artillery regiment was begun as early as February 20, when a batta- 
lion of the 12th Marines was redesignated as part of the 14th Marines. On June 1, 1943, 
the 14th was organized as a complete unit under Lieutenant Colonel Randall M. Victory, 
USMC.* The engineer regiment of the Division also had Its start on February 20, when 
elements of the 19th Marines were redesignated part of the 20th Marines. This regiment 
was formally activated on June 15, 1943, with Lieutenant Colonel Nelson K. Brown, USMC, 
in command.** 

All these units, except the 24th Marines, were grouped into the East Coast Echelon 
of the Fourth Marine Division. This echelon received Its training at Camp Lejeune, New 
River, North Carolina, during the summer of 1943. At the same time, the 24th underwent 
Its training at Camp Joseph H. Pendleton, Oceanside, California. It was reinforced there 
by detachments of engineer, artillery, medical, motor transport, and special weapons per- 
sonnel. The 4th Tank Battalion was likewise a member of the West Coast Echelon at this 
time.** 

In all the Division’s units, long hours of practice were spent on the things that were 
to prove so essential later: scouting and patrolling, firing of weapons, landings from 

* In World War I a 14th Regiment had existed at Quantlco from November 26, 1018, until it was disbanded 
on June 19, 1919. 

** For a list of the Division’s command staff personnel, its component elements, see Appendixes 
“A" and "B". 
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LCVP’s, night attacks and defenses, the use of cover, concealment, and camouflage, map 
work, close combat with bayonet, knife, and Judo, and all the thousand and one other 
skills that go into the makeup of a good Marine. 

The 23rd Marines was the oldest regiment in the Division, and, as such, it had com- 
pleted the most training. It was the unit chosen to initiate the East Coast Echelon’s move- 
ment to Qamp Pendleton. Prom July 3, 1943, to the 12th it was engaged in this transfer. 
August found the remaining units’ period of training at New River nearly over. Veterans 
of broiling summer heat at Tent Camp, landings at Onslo Beach, artillery problems at 
Verona, and close combat school at Courthouse Bay packed up their gear in anticipation. 
By the 9th of the month, the movement to California had begun. At this time, the strength 
of the East Coast Echelon stood at 6220 officers and men. The 25th Marines embarked at 
Norfolk and sailed through the Panama Canal to San Diego, while the rest of the units 
traveled overland by train.* 

On August 16, 1943, the Fourth Division was formally activated at Camp Pendleton 
with Brigadier Oeneral James L. Underhill, USMC, acting as Commanding General. Two 
days later, Major General Harry Schmidt, USMC, took over command, and General Under- 
hill became Assistant Division Commander. 

At the end of August, the Divisional strength had climbed to 12,678, and the staff and 
regimental commanders had been assigned as follows:** 

Chief of Staff: Colonel William W. Rogers, USMC 

D-l: Colonel Merton J. Batchelder, USMC 

D-2: Major Gooderham L. McCormick, USMC 

D-3 : Colonel Walter W. Wensinger, USMC 

D-4: Colonel William F. Brown, USMC 

Fourteenth Regiment; Colonel Louis G. DeHaven, USMC 
-Twentieth Regiment: Colonel Lucian W. Burnham, USMC 

Twenty-third Regiment: Colonel Louis R. Jones, USMC 

Twenty-fourth Regiment: Colonel Franklin A. Hart, USMC 

Twenty-fifth Regiment: Colonel Samuel C. Cumming, USMC 

This was the team that was to lead the Fourth Division through its final intensive train- 
ing and overseas onto its first beachhead. 

By the 10th of September, the last of the East Coast Echelon (the Twenty-fifth Ma- 
rines) had arrived at Camp Pendleton, and the Division was together as an organic unit 
for the first time. Ten days later, it had been brought to full strength for all its authorized 
units. It carried 17,831 officers and men on its rolls on September 30. 

The following months were devoted to the final polishing-up of the Division’s per- 
sonnel preparatory to “shoving off.” December 1, 1943, had been set as the original target 
date for readiness. A shortage of transports, among other factors, forced a delay until 
January, 1944. Meanwhile, all hands participated in innumerable landing exercises at 
Aliso Beach near Highway No. 101, field problems at Las Pulgas Canyon and the Tent 
Camps, Command Post Exercises, pillbox assault^ in Windmill Canyon, night attacks near 
the Santa Margarita River, and similar field work. 

* For movements of the Division, see Appendix “D.” 

•♦For a chronological list, see Appendix “B.” 
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At the tom of the year, the Division was 19,446 strong,* and Its training culminated 
In maneuvers at San Clemente Island from January 1 to January 6, 1944. The Division was 
now reinforced by several amphibian tractor battalions and by the First Joint Assault Sig- 
nal Company. Its naval complement was furnished by Task Force 53, under Rear Admiral 
R. L. Connoly, USN. Live ammunition was employed In the naval bombardment and aerial 
strafing, and In all respects, the planning and execution of the maneuvers were designed 
to simulate as closely as possible the forthcoming operation. 

That was the Division’s farewell to the United States. On the 6th and 7th of January, 
the Fourteenth Marines and the amphibian tractor battalions embarked on LSD’s and 
sailed from San Diego. By the 13th, the remainder of the Division had been combat loaded 
aboard Its ships, and on that day It departed, bound for Its first assault landing! 

* For a of the Division's strength from month to month, see Appendix "7.” 
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS- 





CHAPTER II 



Kwajalein 



LlFE at sea soon settled down Into a regular routine. During the Division’s maneuvers 
before Its departure, most of its units had been aboard the same ships on which they 
were now embarked. This facilitated matters greatly, most noticeably in the cooperation 
between the Navy crews and Marine passengers. Furthermore, the men of Division had 
gained a familiarity with APA’s that hastened the process of adjustment to shipboard life. 
All hands soon became acquainted with the rituals of GQ in the blackness of pre-dawn, 
mess lines stretching along the passageways, Inspections and calisthenics on the cluttered 
decks, the loudspeaker with its shrill “boson’s” whistle and its “Now hear this!”, fresh 
water hours, and classes and weapon-cleaning every day. Off duty, the men took advantage 
of the opportunity to sleep, play cards, stand in line for ice cream, write letters, and, of 
course, engage in endless speculation about the Division’s objective, (Which was now 
known only by the intriguing title of “Burlesque and Camouflage.”) 



The Division arrived in the Hawaiian area on the 21st of January. Some of the com- 
mand ships proceeded to Pearl Harbor for consultation with higher echelons. (Since Sep- 
tember 20, 1943, the Fourth Division had been a part of the Fifth Amphibious Corps.) 
The majority of the convoy remained in anchorage off Maui, while everyone waited eagerly 
for some word about liberty ashore. When it came, it was in a phrase that was to become 
painfully familiar to all the men of the Division: "There will be no .” 



The following day (January 22) the convoy departed. Now the great secret was finally 
revealed to everyone: the Division was headed for the Marshalls, and its main objective 
there was the assault and capture of Rol and Namur Islands. (See map) It constituted 
(with the 15th Defense Battalion) the Northern Landing Force.* The Seventh Infantry 
Division of the Army (plus two defense battalions) formed the Southern Landing Force, 
which had the mission of seizing Kwajalein Island. Rear Admiral R. K. Turner, USN, was 
in overall charge of the “Joint Expeditionary Forces,” while Major General Holland M. 
Smith, USMC, was in command of all expeditionary troops. 

From locked safes, a series of maps, models, photographs, and operation plans emer-r 
ged. All hands poured over them dally until every aspect of the terrain and every detail 
of the assault plan was familiar. Signs and counter-signs were memorized. Tank identi- 
fication was studied. Weapons were cleaned with an added zest. 

The days rolled by. The International Date Line was crossed. January thirty-first 
dawned; it was D-Day! Land was sighted and soon the Fourth Division lay off its objective. 
All around the transports hovered the stunning power of the United States Navy, and 

* Die strength of the Division (with Its attached units) for the Kwajalein operation was 18,912 (V Amph 
Corps, 0-1 Report, P. 8). 
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